Natural Environment
and Green Spaces

PROTECTING SPECIAL GREEN SPACES
Sustainable development should be balanced with the
protection of green spaces so that people can live, work, play
and travel in healthy environments. Through Neighbourhood
Plans, communities can designate areas of importance to them
as ‘Local Green Space’ (LGS), giving them additional protection
from development. We’re proposing 8 areas for designation and
the location of each is identified on the ‘Local Green Space’
map.

POLICY HBN1:
LOCAL GREEN SPACE (LGS) DESIGNATION
LGS1: Land at Bengeo Field.
LGS2: Former railway line, Lower Bengeo.
LGS3: Millmead Park.
LGS4: St. Leonard’s Garden.
LGS5: Woodland adjoining the Sacombe Road play and recreation area.
LGS6: North Road Meadow.
LGS7: Watermill Lane play and recreation area.
LGS8: Wildlife Garden, Port Vale.
New development within these designated areas will only be permitted where exceptional
circumstances can be demonstrated in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework.

LGS1:
Land at
Bengeo Field
A 5.7 hectare section of Bengeo
Field is proposed for ‘Local
Green Space’ designation. The
area is indicated by the green
hatched section in the adjacent
map.
HERT4
residential
development is scheduled for
the adjoining site. In last year’s
survey, more residents showed
support for protecting this
beautiful
field
from
development than any other
green space. The path through
it to Chapmore End, used by
hundreds of residents, is
registered as an ‘Asset of
Community Value’.
Do you agree with the proposal to designate this section of
Bengeo Field as ‘Local Green Space’?

LGS2:
Former railway
line, Lower Bengeo
This land runs parallel to Port
Vale. It has returned to nature
over the last 50 years and is
now a haven for wildlife.
Hundreds of people signed a
petition to protect it from
development to avoid adding
burden to the Lower Bengeo
roads. A Herts County Council
report deemed it unsuitable for
development and said it has the
potential to become part of the
area’s green infrastructure, with
‘locally significant gains for
biodiversity’. If it was publicly
accessible, it could become part
of a network of paths to make
walking and cycling better and
safer.

Do you agree with the proposal to designate this former
railway line as ‘Local Green Space’?

LGS3:
Millmead Park
This park is adjacent to almost
100 homes on the Millmead
Estate and is used for walking,
cycling and ball games. It has
two play areas for children and
is part of the cycle route from
North Road to Hartham. The
trees on the land act as a buffer
from the noise of Herford North
Station and the busy Lower
Bengeo roads. The beautiful
River Beane runs through it and
the semi-natural areas attract
wildlife.
The
surrounding
highways and former railway
embankment land are also
proposed for designation to
help prevent encroachment
from development.

Do you agree with the proposal to designate this park and
adjoining land as ‘Local Green Space’?

LGS4:
St Leonard’s
Garden
This pretty garden, close to
Hartham Common, overlooks
the wonderful Norman church
of St. Leonard. Although the
garden is in the Hertford
Conservation Area, designation
as a ‘Local Green Space’ will
give it additional protection.
The view of St. Leonard’s
Church from the garden is one
that is proposed for protection
through the Neighbourhood
Plan.
This
wildlife-friendly
garden has Silver Birch,
Dogwood and Beech, as well as
nesting boxes and bird feeders,
and is a tranquil place to sit and
relax.

Do you agree with the proposal to designate this garden as
‘Local Green Space’?

LGS5:
Woodland adjacent
to the Sacombe
Road play and
recreation area
This pretty woodland is used
regularly by residents for
walking, cycling and play. It
appears on the 1843 Tithe Map
and is a peaceful oasis. It’s
inhabited by bats, woodpeckers
and hedgehogs. Levels of
wildlife decreased following the
Buckwell Fields development.
By proposing ‘Local Green
Space’ designation for this
woodland, we hope to prevent
any further loss of wildlife.

Do you agree with the proposal to designate this woodland as
‘Local Green Space’?

LGS6:
North Road
Meadow
This beautiful meadow is on the
popular footpath (part of ‘The
Hertfordshire Way’) between
Molewood Road and North
Road.
The
River
Beane
surrounds the land and the area
is a wildlife haven. The dense
tree planting helps reduce the
impact of noise and traffic
emissions from North Road.
Redevelopment is due to take
place nearby. Protecting this
lovely meadow through ‘Local
Green Space’ designation will
help prevent further Green Belt
encroachment.

Do you agree with the proposal to designate this meadow as
‘Local Green Space’?

LGS7:
Watermill Lane
play and
recreation area
This lovely recreation area is
highly valued by residents. It’s
extensively used, and many
locals sit and enjoy its tranquil
surroundings. There are seminatural areas within the park
and owls, hawks and Red Kites
visit
regularly.
Since
its
regeneration in the 1970s, many
trees and shrubs have matured.
This wonderful park has been
cared for by residents and
should be given additional
protection through ‘Local Green
Space’ designation.

Do you agree with the proposal to designate this play and
recreation area as ‘Local Green Space’?

LGS8:
Port Vale
wildlife garden
This pretty wildlife garden, near
the Port Vale Scout hut, is
sandwiched
between
two
houses and is adjacent to the
busy Lower Bengeo Roads. It’s a
wonderful green corridor and
its many trees, shrubs and
perennials attract birds and
pollinating insects. The dense
tree planting acts as a ‘carbon
sink’ against vehicle emissions.
There’s a pond for frogs, wood
piles for ground insects, and a
compost system for recycling.
It’s admired by residents and is
a good model for other wildlife
gardens. It’s being proposed for
‘Local Green Space’ designation
to give it additional protection
from development.

Do you agree with the
proposal to designate this
garden as ‘Local Green
Space’?

IMPROVING BIODIVERSITY AND
PROTECTING NATURAL AREAS
The Policies in this plan reflect national and district strategies for protecting habitats and supporting wildlife.
We will aim to increase natural areas and green corridors to enhance and increase local biodiversity.

POLICY HBN2:
NATURE CONSERVATION
1.
Development should conserve and enhance biodiversity and seek to deliver net
biodiversity gains. Proposals to create new natural areas and wildlife habitats, or to expand or
enhance existing provision will be strongly supported. All new developments of 10 or more
homes, or 1,000 square metres or more of commercial space, must achieve a Building with
Nature ‘Excellent’ rating. Removal of unprotected trees should be accompanied by a tree survey
and report. Replacement of trees with native species, in suitable locations, should be
encouraged.

2.
Developments located in areas coloured purple on the Herts Environmental Record
Centre (HERC) Ecological Network Mapping must deliver net biodiversity gains (in accordance
with the latest version of Defra’s Biodiversity Impact Calculator) and contribute towards
enhancing ecological connectivity (in accordance with the HERC mapping).
Please let us know if you agree with this Policy.

IMPROVING AIR QUALITY
Traffic emissions contribute significantly to poor air quality. A number of congested local roads, and the Hertford Castle
Gardens play and recreation area, are within the Gascoyne Way ‘Air Quality Management Area’. This Plan includes
policies to improve conditions for walking and cycling and discourage car use for shorter journeys. Developers should
prioritise action to prevent any increase in poor air quality associated with development.
Please let us know if you agree with this policy.

POLICY HBN3:
AIR QUALITY
1.
Development within the Gascoyne Way ‘Air Quality Management Area’ should include
mitigating action to prevent any increase in air pollution. Proposals should support the creation
and improvement of foot and cycle path connectivity, particularly to key services such as train
stations, local employment, health care, and retail and leisure services. Proposals for the
installation of electric car charging points in car parking provision will be supported.
2.
Proposals to relocate the Hertford Castle children’s play area further from the A414, to
reduce the negative impact of poor air quality on park users, will be supported.
3.
Planning Obligations could include funding for ‘Turn-off engine’ signs outside schools,
shops, and other waiting areas.

PROTECTING LANDSCAPE VIEWS
Protecting special views from inappropriate development will help preserve their character and integrity. Eight
views, from Ware Park Manor to Hartham Common, have been identified for protection.
Let us know if you agree with each of the following views being protected.
The ‘viewpoint’ for each is on the ‘Views’ Map.

POLICY HBN4:
LANDSCAPE VIEWS
Development should respect the character, integrity and visual amenity of the local landscape.
Development should not be permitted if proposals fail to conserve and protect (and, where
appropriate, improve) the local landscape. Particular attention will be paid to any development
proposals that negatively impact on the landscape and visual amenity of the views below:
View 1: Three Lakes towards West Bengeo.
View 2: View North from Bengeo Field towards ‘The Lonely Oak’.
View 3: From Bengeo Field towards Ware Park Manor.

View 4: From Watermill Lane North towards Ware Park Manor.
View 5: Beane Marshes looking towards Molewood from Beane Road bridge.
View 6: St. Leonard’s Church from St. Leonard’s Garden.
View 7: Hartham Park towards Port Hill.

View 8: Hartham Common towards ‘The Warren’.

View 1:
Three Lakes towards West Bengeo
This view captures the wonderful rural
nature of the area. Views of the lakes,
fields and trees give a sense of
tranquility and wellbeing. The landscape
is undulating, and Red Kites can be seen
hunting in the skyline. Although houses
are visible, the volume is not enough to
dwarf the rural feel. Development
should not impact on this special view.

Do you agree with the proposal to
protect this view?

View 2: North from Bengeo Field towards ‘The
Lonely Oak’
The Stoney Hills landscape character is clearly seen in this view. Just over the rim of the hill, on the far side of the oak tree,
lies the ancient St. John’s Wood. As the only agricultural land within easy access of the Molewood Estate, this view is not
only iconic, but much enjoyed by local people. The pathway through it has been registered as an ‘Asset of Community Value’.

Do you agree with the proposal to protect this view?

View 3:
From Bengeo Field towards Ware Park Manor
The panorama to the East reveals Hertfordshire’s
rolling countryside, while a manor house is seen
nestling on the opposite side of the valley. The
line of the River Rib, and the partly wooded
valley on the other side, provide a stunning vista
in all seasons. To maintain local beauty and a
much-used health walk, no development should
impinge on this view.
Do you agree with the proposal to protect this
view?

View 4:
Watermill Lane North to Ware Park Manor
The public footpath to the South of Watermill Lane
North commands a spectacular view of Ware Park
Manor, across the River Rib. The river-course can easily
be seen, together with the parklands to the right of the
Manor. Lush woodland surrounds it, stretching over the
brow of the hill towards Ware. The floodplain running
along the River Rib is also plainly visible. Ware Park
Manor is privately owned therefore this view gives the
public a glimpse of a building that is otherwise difficult
to access.
Do you agree with the proposal to protect this view?

View 5: Beane Marshes looking towards
Molewood from Beane Road bridge
The panorama to the North and Northeast
takes in the River Beane and its flood plain,
a rare example of a naturalised water
meadow that has significant amenity and
biodiversity value. It provides a strong
landscape setting for the local historic
settlement on the hill. To maintain the
feeling of natural greenspace and preserve
the view through to the edge of historic
Bengeo, no new development should
impinge on this vista.
Do you agree with the proposal to protect
this view?

View 6:
St. Leonard’s Church from St. Leonard’s Garden
This wonderful view of the iconic Norman Church of
St. Leonard was taken from one of the benches in St.
Leonard’s Garden and should be preserved in
perpetuity. The church is the oldest building in
Hertford. If the garden was developed, this view
would be lost to the public. The garden is being
proposed for ‘Local Green Space’ designation through
the Neighbourhood Plan which will help to protect
this special view.

Do you agree with the proposal to protect this view?

View 7:Hartham Common towards Port Hill
This view across the Common towards Port Hill is primarily one of densely planted mature trees, uninterrupted by highrise buildings. It gives a sense of history to the setting and conveys the character of the area. These beautiful trees
change colour with the season and the view is appreciated by residents and visitors as they walk or cycle through the
park. It’s important that this is maintained and that this special view is not impinged upon or diminished by development.

Do you agree with the proposal to protect this view?

View 8:Hartham Common towards ‘The Warren’
The view has a predominantly natural horizon formed by trees in ‘The Warren’. This pleasant aspect enhances the feeling of
openness of the Hartham Common ‘Green Finger’ and adds value to the publicly accessible open space. Views to the South,
primarily large modern buildings, contrast significantly with those to the North. No future development should be permitted to
prevent the view of the bellcote seen from Hartham or ‘St. Leonard’s Meadows’.

COMMUNITY GARDEN
We’re proposing that this neglected plot on the corner of Tower Street and Duncombe Road becomes a community
garden with seating and wildlife-friendly planting. To improve local biodiversity, we’ll work with developers to explore
the potential for wildflower meadow planting in other parts of the Plan area.
Let us know if you agree with this Policy.

POLICY HBN5:
COMMUNITY GARDEN
1.
Development of a community garden on the
corner of Duncombe Road and Tower Street will be
supported to improve and increase biodiversity, habitat
creation and green corridors. Nesting boxes, wood piles,
composting boxes and suitable planting, as well as
seating areas to improve local amenity, should be
incorporated into the garden.
2.
Proposals for wildflower meadow planting
areas, in suitable locations, will be supported.
3.
Funding for maintenance and monitoring will be
sought through Hertford Town Council’s New Homes
Bonus and Community Grants as well as through
developer Planning Obligations.

